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Geopolitics to the llaushofcr school has a somewhat mystical role.
It may be defined as I he Geography of Hie S/afe considered as* a neces-
sarily expanding organism.  The individual is uilirely subordinated to
this organic state, which is to be aided in its growth by all the powers
of the military and civilian population.  All sorts of shibboleths, such
as Hcrrcijvolk, Lcfoensnnnn, Dnmg nacli (Xsfen, elc., etc,., occur fre-
quently in Gcopolitik; and have little scientific reality or justification
when critically examined. It must be remarked that other nations have
indulged in similar concepts and phrases; for instance, "Britannia rules
the waves" did not apply in 1944 in the China Seas; the Icrm "manifest
destiny" has always seemed to the writer a very feeble justification for
America's westward expansion, though often invoked by politicians in
the past. However, no other nation but Germany has made a special
"pseudo-science" of this distorted use of geographical principles.   It
would seem logical that only a dispassionate and critical student of
geography will be capable of exposing the errors of Gorman OeopoliliL
A number of English and American geographers, for instance the
present  writer  and  Whittlesey  of  Harvard,   have used  the  terms
geopolitics and geopolitical in an objective, non-imperialistic fashion,
Whittlesey seems to mean little but "political geography" when he
refers to a subject as geopolitical.  The present: writer has tended to
stress the prefix "gco"  (i.e., world), and make the term geopolitics
refer to the geography of a state in terms of its position in the world,
Le.7 its relative power and status*  Huts there are various American
meanings assigned to this term, as well as those used by Kjcllcn and
Haushofer.
Under these circumstances it has seemed worth while to suggest
a new term Gcopilcifics for the general topic of this book. Its main
purpose is to examine the methods in which the progress of civilization
has been affected, conditioned, or controlled (whichever shade of
meaning is preferred) by the environment The purpose of this study
is not, however, to extend Canada's military power so that we shall
take advantage of the unguarded frontier, and annex the rich territories
of the United States; nor shall we proceed from conquest to conquest
till we own, America and then the world! That would "be "Canadian
Geopolitik." No, the purpose of this book is to study the essential
facts of the spread of man on the earth, of the differentiation of man
into the races, of the rise of various nations, of the growth of villages
and cities, all with a view to facilitating the gradual development of a